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MONSTERS OF THE MOON, which was in script torm btor ‘flash Gordon’ a-
peard in the cartoon strips, had its origin in the early 30s as a
tantascript illusiratzed as a novelty with some scientifotos. Sent to
a New York Producer, the producer got the ides from the illustrations
that the pic was partially completed & rusht a request to see some of
same. Wherzat Heinz & Frisby-—the "Makers of Monsters"--workt 5 wks,
day & nyt, to make 600" of trailer, presenting possibilitys ot the
film. Only one priat ot this tratier is in existznce-~if it is in
existencz=~& it is not now noen wherc it is, as Universal startcd tts
Flash Gordon picture & *MOM’ was dropt.

The Producers arc anxious
tor those who sec (or have sccn or hzar about, as thce individual casec
may bz as U rzad this}) the picture, to understand that the film as
exhibited consists <entirzly of discarded scraps: wunder—- or over-—
exposcd portions or scguences ot unsavistactory animation.

To Tucker
& koberds fell the eleventh hour superman task ot splicing seeming
hundreds of unrzlatzd strips--anywhere from a tew inches to a few
teet--of this celluloid into a somewhat coherznt story; a minor mira-
cle in that there was no continuity originally!

Tucker, ignorant of
the tact that the trailer did not tollow the story, but only present-
ed possible situations, told me he & Sully dezcided thz story once ran
something like this, quotc: Earthmen fly to moon, crash, & find ano-
ther Earth ship thzre ahecad ot tham, also crasht, cr:w missinge Moon
men arz vanisht, Martians have takzn over. Martians capturc carthmzn,
show them the city. Earthmen cscape in stolen ship, comec homc. Mar-
tians then bombard the earth wlth intentions ot invasion & subjuga=-
tion, but find they cannot tand in heavy atmosphere. Go home.

Frisby
says our friends the splicers lor supermanipulators) have mistaken
the smasht ship--that it was not a predecessor but the earthmen's
own. 'The rocket being only about 24" long, we didnt show the Earth-
men near it or they would have had to be only about 2" high to give

the illusion of size to the rocket.! Otherwise, the 7 Wise Men have
done & creditable job ot Imagining, inasmuchas there was no plot in
tha first place. Only some ideas. Onz ot them--about the romance

between the carthman & Moon Princess--becing that the Lunarians orig-
inly were Atlanteans, hence human.

Here's the story Charliec Chan Pong
& Sully Moto made ot the material provided: Martians, with base &
citys on the moon, attseck ecorth with intecnt to invadz, but tind they
cannot land. JThey fhen bomb citys & go away. Earth ship takes ott
in hot pursvit. Lands on moon, tind they are not first +to cross
space, & prompfly get captured by Martians., See the Martian - Moon
city, gscape, steal a ship & scram home. The end.

el -

Pic has been punc-
tuated with surprises by additional tantasy tootage obtaind by Tuck-
er, materially 1lengthening the show--so | have been intormd in ad-
vance. What etfect this has on the plot, | got no fidea.

My thanx on
behalt of sttandom to Heinz & Frisby +for permission to show their
picture, & my particular thanx to Mike Frisby & Ted Fairtield for ma-
king this pamtiet possible, & to Morojo tor services renderd in rela-
tion to the souvenir bk & the picture proper. Naturally, | have a
notion we cannot thank Bob & his brother & Sullty enut, 2cithers F | A
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